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AMENDMENT TO CHARTER

National Advisory Council for Healthcare Research and Quality
(Formerly the National Advisory Council for Health Care Policy, Research, and Evaluation)

Purpase

The Council is to advise the Secretary of HHS and the Director of the Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ), on matters related to actions of the Agency to enhance the
quality, improve the outcomes, and reduce the costs of health care services, as well as improve
access to such services, through scientific research and the promotion of improvements in clinical
practice and in the organization, financing, and delivery of health care services.

Authontv

42 U.S.C. 299C, section 921 of the Public Health Service (PHS) Act. The Council is governed
by provisions of Public Law 92-463 (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), which sets forth standards for the
formation and use of advisory committees.

Functions

The Council shall advise the Secretary and Du'ector through recommendations regarding priorities
for a national agenda and strategy for:

. priorities regarding health care research, especially studies related to quality,
outcomes, cost and utilization of, and access to, health care services;

. the field of health care research and related disciplines, especially issues related to
training needs,, and disserination of information pertaining to health care quality;
and - X

o the appropriate role of the Agency in each of these areas in light of private sector

activity and identification of opportunities for public-private partnerships.
Structure

The Council shall consist of 21 appropriately qualified individuals. At least 17 members of the
Advisory Council shall be representatives of the public who are not officers or employees of the
United States and at least 1 member who shall be a specialist in the rural aspects of 1 or more of



the following professions or fields. Of such members: 3 shall be individuals distinguished in the
conduct of research, demonstration projects, and evaluations with respect to health care; 3 shall
be individuals distinguished in the fields of health care quality research or health care
improvement; 3 shall be individuals distinguished in the practice of medicine of whom at least one
shall be a primary care practitioner; 3 shall be individuals distinguished in the other health
professions; 3 shall be individuals either representing the private health care sector, including
health plans, providers, and purchasers or individuals distinguished as administrators of health
care delivery systems; 3 shall be individuals distingnished in the fields of health care SCONOMICS,
information systems, law, ethics, business, or public policy; and 3 shall be individuals representing
the interests of patients and consumers of health care.

The Council also shall include Federal officials as ex officio members. The Secretary shall
designate as ex officio members of the Advisory Council: the Assistant Secretary for Health, the
Director of the National Institutes of Health, the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the Administrator of the Health Care Financing Administration, the Commissioner of
the Food and Drug Administration, the Director of the Office of Personnel Management, the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs), and the Under Secretary for Health of the
Department of Veterans Affairs. Such other Federal officials as the Secretary may consider
appropriate may also be appointed.

The Director, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, shall, from among the members of the
Advisory Council, designate an individual to serve as the chair of the Advisory Council.

Members shall be appointed for a term of 3 years. To ensure the staggered rotation of one-third
of the members of the Advisory Council each year, the Secretary is authorized to appoint the
initial members of the Advisory Council for terms of 1, 2, or 3 vears.

If a member of the Advisory Council does not serve the full term applicable the individual
appointed to fill the resulting vacancy shall be appointed for the remainder of the term of the
predecessor of the individual. Management and support services shall be provided by the
Immediate Office of the Director, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality.

Meetings

. The Advisory Council shall meet not less than once during each discrete 4-month period and shall
otherwise meet at the call of the Director or the chair.

-

Meetings shall be open to the public except as determined otherwise by the Secretary or other
official to whom the authority has been delegated; notice of all meetings shall be given to the
public.

Compensation

Members shall be paid at a rate not to exceed the daily equival ent of the rate in effect for
Executive level IV of the Executive Schedule, for each day they are engaged in the performance



of their duties as members of the committee. Officials designated as ex officio members of the
Advisory Council may not receive compensation for service on the Advisory Council in addition
to the compensation otherwise received for duties carried out as officers of the United States.

Annual Cost

Estimated annual cost for operating the Council, including compensation and travel expenses for
members but excluding staff support, is $97,670. The estimate of staff years of support required
1s .7, at an estimated annual cost of $58,723.

Reports

In the event a portion of a meeting is closed to the public, a report shall be prepared which shall
contain, as a minimum, a list of members and their business addresses, the Committee’s function,
dates and places of meetings, and a summary of committee activities and recommendations made
during the fiscal year. A copy of the report shall be provided to the Department Committee
Management Office.

Duration

Notwithstanding section 14(a) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, the Advisory Council
shall continue in existence until otherwise provided by law.
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